Tips for the Revised  UGC NET Exam 
With Syllabus & Discussion 
(EFFECTIVE from DECEMBER 2008 EXAMINATION)
 Applying for NET 
The NET is held twice every year - in June/July and December. Keep an eye on the UGC website (http://www.ugc.ac.in which will tell you about all that you need to apply for the test. Before filling in the form, make it a point to have all the details with you (especially the subject code and centre code) since you won't be able to change anything later on.
 Preparing for NET
 Follow the syllabus thoroughly. Even if you cannot finish all the options given, at least make sure that you know some of the concepts in each unit. It is always good to consult your peers and seniors who have gone through the process, though sometimes worrying too much may leave you in the middle of utter confusion. Develop genuine interest in the subject so that a career in any subject is really challenging after all. Making use of the previous year objective type question papers of exams like GATE can be a good practice before the exam. Also check out the UGC website for model question paper for the new scheme. 
Writing the Exam 
The Paper I of the NET contains multiple choice questions where you will have to finish 100 questions in 150 minutes. The first 25 questions comprise of general science and math questions including earth sciences and computer science, where as the remaining 75 questions are from your subject. The major difference from the previous scheme is that one can choose from 40 questions to answer 25 in Part A and 100 to answer 75 in Part B! At the same time, the Part B now includes the entire physics syllabus and thereby demanding more from the candidate. But there is more time and choice at your disposal.
This could be a blessing in disguise, as one need not study the subject objectively and then subjectively! First, attempt the questions you are sure about and then attempt the other questions. There is negative marking and it takes practice and patience to answer this paper promptly so that you should avoid questions which you cannot score. If you have time, recheck your answers. The question paper for Paper II will be given in the afternoon session and it is important to note that if you don’t score above a cut off mark in Paper I, your Paper II will not be evaluated, which means you won’t qualify at all. Furthermore, Paper II will have two sections as described in the syllabus. 

With regard to the first part of Paper I, try to recollect your undergraduate subjects. 
It is assumed that a student of any major is comfortable in dealing with the questions of this part which is meant for all students taking the exam. If you are not comfortable with any of these, put some common sense or logic into the questions and given answers, then you will not be disappointed. 
Let us set the target for this session as at least 20 correct answers out of 25 questions. The new scheme demands equal attention on all topics in the syllabus. Sections in the syllabus may appear relatively tougher or easier to different people. Choose the core areas from each section and concentrate on them after ensuring that you have some basic idea of the section. Syllabus for Paper I This paper shall be of 2 hours and 30 minutes duration and shall have a maximum of 200 marks. Part A Max. Score = 25*2=50. Part ‘A’ of Paper I shall contain 40 General Science questions. These questions shall be common to all subject areas of NET Examination. A candidate shall be required to answer a maximum of 25 questions from Part ‘A’. In case a candidate answers more than 25 questions, only the first 25 answered questions will be taken up for evaluation. All questions shall be of 2 marks each. There will be negative marking for wrong answers. TOPICS 
1. 

• General information on Science and its interface with society to test the candidate’s awareness of science, aptitude of scientific and quantitative reasoning. Questions would be so designed to judge the creativity, analytical ability and research aptitude of a candidate. 

• The questions would be setup in each of the subject areas of NET.
• Mathematical Sciences and Physical Sciences 

2. COMMON ELEMENTRY COMPUTER SCIENCE: (Applicable to all candidates offering any subject area; a few questions dealing with basic computer awareness and uses) 

• PROGRAMMING INSTRUCTIONS 

• SIMPLE ALGORITHMS AND COMPUTATIONAL METHODS 

Part B Max. Score = 75*2=150 marks.
 Part ‘B’ of Paper I shall have 100 questions. A candidate shall be required to answer a maximum of 75 questions. In case a candidate answers more than 75 questions, only the first 75 answered questions shall be evaluated. All questions shall be of 2 marks each. There will be negative marking for wrong answers. The full Syllabus for Part B of Paper I is the same Part B of Paper II. 
How to Avoid a Disaster? They say “when the going gets tough, only the tough get going.” So cover the difficult, yet important, portions of the subject to score a maximum. Prepared candidates survive in all situations and objective type questions demand good practice (unless, of course, you are a genius)!Though we cannot say anything about the cut off marks, experience tells that one has to score well in Paper I to get a JRF. At the same time leave your thoughts about the performance in the Paper I back and do well in the afternoon session with a clear and sound mind. Some may have a tendency to give it up feeling dejected about your performance during the day. Also be cool in your approach to the exam and never give up during the examination by doing things like answering all the multiple choice questions randomly based on luck, feeling dejected of your performance. There is plenty of time to prepare and perform well. And from experience, many have come out successfully even after believing that they did perform very poorly. Why Negative Marking? Negative marking is incorporated in any objective type examination to nullify the effect of gamblers. If you look at it statistically, the maximum probable score one can get is 25% out of 100 having four choices each. Remember, this is the maximum and sometimes there is a remote probability that you score a cent percent. Rather, experience may tell you that you get relatively low score when you leave things to chance alone. Negative marking with 1/4th of the marks given to a correct answer tries to reduce the marks one gets by chance but the usual practice these days is to have 1/3rd of a correct answer as a negative marking. One may get negative marks as a result of the former, whereas, a more natural latter system will get ‘zero’ as minimum. In examinations with objective type multiple choice questions (MCQs), there is a tendency called the ‘Red Wire Syndrome’ which means that one may answer all questions whether he or she knows the correct answer or not. If we can classify the questions into three categories, viz. 1) Easy, 2) Fifty – Fifty, and 3) Lucky, indicating one knows the correct answer, possible but some doubt still prevails, and almost impossible, respectively. The ‘red wire syndrome’ means that one will have a tendency to answer all the questions, which is disastrous, just like a child who touches a ‘red hot wire’ seeing it as something beautiful! 

The key to success lies in answering all the ‘easy’ ones, and leaving out the ‘lucky’ type. It is imperative to learn the art of intelligent guessing to answer the type 2. This evidently comes from one’s experience and basic knowledge of the subject. So never ever find it insulting to go back to your basics (at least refer to some of the basic books in the list below). Also never forget to practice well using previous question papers of GATE, UPSC Civil Services etc. so that you are prepared!

Syllabus for Paper II 
This paper shall be of 2 hours and 30 minutes duration and shall have a maximum of 200 marks. Paper II consists of questions that require short answers and/or calculations. You are provided one page for answering each question. Part ‘A’ consists of 10 questions that carry 15 marks each. Candidates are required to answer a maximum of 8 questions. In case a candidate answers more than 8 questions, only the first 8 answered questions shall be evaluated. (15*8=120 marks). Part ‘B’ consists of 20 questions that carry 10 marks each. Candidates are required to answer a maximum of 8 questions. In case, a candidate answers more than 8 questions, only the first 8 answered questions shall be evaluated. (1*8=80 marks). In Paper II, one will have to answer a specified number (8+8=16) of questions, each one a page long choosing from two sections and the paper total will be 200 marks. It is important to answer to the point with all relevant points so that one gets good score for this paper. Accuracy, brevity and clarity are the scorers here.

 After the Exam
 Once the exam is over, you will be relieved. But don't stop now! Write down the questions you can remember. Do this the same day or you won't be able to recall them afterwards. This will help you in preparing for the next exam in case you do not clear it this time. If you do clear it, well, you could pass on the questions to your friends who plan to take the test. Let us get ready for a memory retention test too!
